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What are the Specifics?

• Water shortage surcharges and excess water use charges shall be implemented 



Folsom Lake Storage Conditions as of Aug 15

Folsom 
Lake Storage: 237,321 AF

Reservoir Elevation: 
375.26 FT
24% of Total Capacity
36% of Historical Avg. For 
This Date
Total Capacity: 977,000 
AF
Avg. Stor. for August 15: 
652,057 AF

24% | 36%
(Total Cap) (Hist Avg.)



Folsom Lake storage levels as of Aug 15



Folsom Lake elevation

379’ 07/21/21

376’ 08/01/21

317’ Dead pool



Drought Tips-Trees

* Mulch Mulch Mulch!

* Keep away from 
base of tree or trunk

* Do not fertilize

* Wait to Prune

* Water slowly-soak



Drought Tips-Trees

* Water at Drip line 
not at trunk

* Water Deeply 

* Let tree dry out 
do not saturated root 
ball 



Roseville’s Climate

Toto, I’ve a feeling we’re 
not in the Bay anymore!



Roseville’s Climate



Evapotranspiration
 Transpiration is the loss of water from the 

plant’s leaves and other surfaces.

 Evapotranspiration is the loss of that water 
into the atmosphere.

 When the sun is out longer or when it is hot 
out, plants lose more water. If its cloudy and 
cool they will lose less water. Just like if you 
went for a jog in December you would lose 
less water than you would in July. 

In other words…



Plants sweat! Just like you do…



Roseville’s Climate



Let’s talk soil
 If you’ve done any digging here in Roseville 

you know that we have very clay soils.

 Technically our soils are classified as Clay 
Loam



Soil Water Relationship

• Water and air rapidly permeate coarse soils with 
granular subsoils, which tend to be loose when 
moist and don't restrict water or air movement. Slow 
permeability is characteristic of a moderately fine 
subsoil with angular to subangular blocky structure. 
It is firm when moist and hard when dry.

• Water-holding capacity is controlled primarily by soil 
texture and organic matter. Soils with smaller 
particles (silt and clay) have a larger surface area 
than those with larger sand particles, and a large 
surface area allows a soil to hold more water. In 
other words, a soil with a high percentage of silt and 
clay particles, which describes fine soil, has a higher 
water-holding capacity.



 Sprinklers have specific application rates. Your standard fixed 
sprays will typically be between 1.75 gpm – 2.00 gpm. Whereas a 
high efficiency nozzle can be as low as .50 gpm. 
 Drip emitters will have their application rates in gallons per hour 

because they put out water so much slower than sprinklers. 

Soil Water Relationship



Oh no… math…

 We use the GPM of sprinklers to 
determine precipitation rate in inches 
per hour and from there we can 
calculate runtimes. 



We saved you that step

 Our irrigation watering schedule is a 
good generalization for how you 
should be watering.

 The take away is that even the most 
efficient sprinkler in the world puts 
out water faster than our soils can 
absorb.

 We have to run our sprinklers for 
very short bursts frequently on 
watering days in order to apply the 
water we need. 

 Scheduler can be found at 
roseville.ca.us/savewater



How to Water

 If you have both drip and sprinklers 
you’re going to want to separate these 
into different programs (A and B)

 On your sprinkler program, you will want 
three to four different start times. 
Typically scheduled about an hour apart 
(e.g. 2:00 am, 3:00 am, 4:00 am) Drip 
wont need to run as frequently.

 Run times for sprinklers most likely wont 
be over 5 minutes long. Drip lines you 
can run longer.  

 Watering days for Residential customers 
for Stage 2 drought are only Mondays 
and Fridays



 In non-drought conditions, a great feature on most timers is the 
Seasonal Adjustment or “Budget” feature. This is typically indicated 
by a % on a timer. 
 Going up and down from a base schedule (usually 100%) can help 

automatically adjust your schedule for you and save water 
throughout the year. 
 Set your base schedule to what you should be watering at in July.
 Some timers are equipped with weather sensors on the side of 

your home and automatically do this for you, so don’t be surprised 
when your runtimes change month to month. 

How to Water



Think you should run 
longer? CHECK!
 Do a manual test of each of your 

stations and see how long you have 
before runoff starts. 

 All timers are capable of running 
manually. Refer to an instruction 
manual or look up a video online. 
There are guides for just about every 
timer. 

 Still can’t figure it out? We can walk 
you through it over the phone with 
our Virtual Water Wise House Call



A common question 
about drip
 The number of emitters depends on 

water requirement of the plant, but 
here is a decent rule of thumb for 
you. 

 Trees will need more than one 2 gph
emitter. Don’t just throw a single 6 
gph emitter on there. This will just 
make one very small area super wet!

 Keep emitters away from the trunks 
of trees and prioritize watering the 
root zone. 



Plant native and drought tolerant plants!



Western Redbud

Orchid Rock Rose 

Santa Barbara 
Daisy

Lavender



Convert grass to 
drought tolerant 
landscaping
 Get $1 per square foot up to $1000 

when you remove grass.
 Artificial turf is accepted also!
 Got a lot of yard between your front 

and back? You can do this every 
fiscal year



WUCOLS IV

 Need some help picking out a plant? 
We have a recommended plant list 
that we have for our Cash for Grass 
program. You can refer to that even if 
you aren’t removing lawn

 An even better list is the Water Use 
Classification of Landscape Species 
that has the water requirement for 
every plant. Pick out some low or 
very low water use plants that you 
like from there



What else can you do?

 Consider having a professional 
adjust your pressure regulator down 
a little a bit, especially for your 
sprinklers.

 Every 5 psi reduction in water 
pressure reduces water usage by 
6-8%. The savings are over 50% if a 
70 psi spray zone is reduced to the 
recommended 30 psi.

 California now restricts all sprinkler 
heads sold to be pressure regulated. 



What else can you do?

 You wouldn’t drive a car without 
regular maintenance, what makes 
your sprinklers any different?

 Regularly test your sprinklers. 
Nozzles can come out of adjustment 
and parts can break.

 Drip lines can come loose from their 
couplings and dump as much water 
as a fully open hose. 

 You may not realize these things until 
your  water bill comes so check 
things often!



We can always help!

 Call for a free Water Wise House 
Call to have one of our qualified 
landscape professionals run a 
manual test on your system to 
identify areas of repair or 
maintenance. 

 Virtual appointments are also 
available to help walk you through 
doing your own tests. 

 Call (916) 774-5761 today!



Information
http://www.roseville.ca.us/rebates
http://www.beyondthedrought.com/info.php
https://ucanr.edu/sites/WUCOLS/
https://www.irrigationtutorials.com/
https://bewatersmart.info/
http://www.saveourwaterrebates.com/turf-replacement-rebates.html

Local Irrigation Supply Centers
Horizon Distributors 861 Galleria Blvd, Roseville
Ewing Irrigation & Landscape Supply 500 Berry St b, Roseville
Site One 1675 Nichols Dr Rocklin

http://www.roseville.ca.us/rebates
http://www.beyondthedrought.com/info.php
https://ucanr.edu/sites/WUCOLS/
https://www.irrigationtutorials.com/
https://bewatersmart.info/
http://www.saveourwaterrebates.com/turf-replacement-rebates.html
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