Roseville Public Library
Books to Build On
Grades 5 & 6

Olive’s Ocean
by Kevin Henkes
J HEN
Over a summer vacation by the ocean, twelve-yearold Martha begins to understand her grandmother,
her connection to a classmate who has died, and
herself.
Peter and the Starcatchers
by Dave Barry
J BAR
Peter, an orphan, sets sail aboard the pirate ship,
Never Land. He assists Molly, an apprentice
Starcatcher, in guarding a trunk of stardust from all
who seek to command its magical powers.

Emma Dilemma & the New Nanny
by Patricia Hermes
J HER
Emma tries to help her parents understand that,
although their nanny has made a few mistakes, no
one can behave perfectly responsibly all the time.
Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key
by Jack Gantos
J GAN
To the constant disappointment to his mother and
teachers, Joey has trouble paying attention when
his prescription meds wear off and he starts getting
worked up.
Holes
by Louis Sachar
J SAC
Overweight and unpopular Stanley is sent to a
nightmarish correctional camp in Texas where he
makes his first true friend, discovers buried
treasure, and gains a new sense of himself.
Inkheart
By Cornelia Funke
J FUN
Twelve-year-old Meggie learns that her father can
"read" fictional characters to life when one of those
characters kidnaps them and tries to force her
father to work for him.
The Penderwicks: A Summer Tale of Four
Sisters, Two Rabbits, and a Very Interesting
Boy
by Jeanne Birdsall
J BIR
While vacationing with their widowed father, four
young sisters share adventures with a young boy
much to the dismay of his snobbish mother.

Chasing Vermeer
by Blue Balliet
J BAL
Classmates Petra and Calder combine their talents
when a series of strange and puzzling events
involving their sixth-grade teacher, a cranky
neighbor, and the theft of a priceless Vermeer
painting lead to an international art scandal.
Princess Academy
by Shannon Hale
J HAL
When the prince's advisors announce that the next
princess of Danland will come from her village, Miri
and the other girls are sent to a school where they
not only learn to be princesses but also the value of
knowledge, individuality and quick thinking.
Millions
by Frank Cottrell Boyce
J BOY
This funny, fast-paced novel finds young Damien
and his older brother pondering what to do after a
big bag of furnace-bound, pre-Euro pound notes is
hurled from a train and lands at their feet.
Drowned Wednesday
by Garth Nix
J NIX
Everyone is after Arthur Penhaligon including
strange pirates, shadowy creatures and Drowned
Wednesday.
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